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MONTANA NATIVES TOP LIST OF MILLER BARBER GOLF TOURNAMENT PROS 
MISSOULA -
Three Montanans are among the 20 golf professionals who will join part-time resident 
Miller Barber for his annual Missoula tournament Monday, July 26.
Miller Barber’s Montana Pro-Am at the Missoula Country Club begins with a 9:45 
a.m. clinic, followed by an 11 a.m. tee-off for the 15 pro-led teams.
Buzz Thomas, a Senior PGA Tour member originally from Kalispell, and LPGA pros 
Leslie Spalding of Billings and Alice Ritzman, also of Kalispell, will participate in the 10th 
annual benefit for The University of Montana Foundation’s Excellence Fund.
Thomas joined the Senior Tour in 1997 and climbed his way up to 59th in just one 
year. This year he is in the top 31 on the Senior Tour money list.
Montanans will remember the 30-year-old Spalding as a star high school golfer in 1986 
and 1987 and as two-time Montana State Women’s Amateur Champion before she turned 
professional in 1992.
Of the three, Ritzman has the most professional golf experience. She joined the LPGA 
Tour in 1979, and in her first full year she established an all-time record, which still stands, by 
carding three eagles in one round at the 1979 Colgate European Open. She has played in the 
Miller Barber Pro-Am since 1994.
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Other pros slated to participate are Butch Baird, Homero Blancas, John Paul Cain, Jim 
Ferree, David Graham, Harold Henning, Larry Laoretti, John Mahaffey, Randy Marchman, 
Orville Moody, Walter Morgan, Chi Chi Rodriguez, Ed Sneed, J.C. Snead, Jim Thorpe and 
Tom Wargo. Gil Brandt, former Dallas Cowboys executive, also will be back for his seventh 
Miller Barber tournament.
More than $230,000 has been raised for the UM Foundation’s Excellence Fund since 
Barber started the tournament.
m
Note: Leslie Spalding will be available for interviews July 22, 23 and 24 at her parents’ home 
in Billings, (406) 252-2606, and Sunday evening at Missoula’s DoubleTree Hotel, (406) 728- 
3100.
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